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Merry Christmas and a Peaceful New Year

BOOK LAUNCH

As part of the 150th Anniversary Celebrations of the dedication of All Saints’ Church, Clooney a 266 page commemorative book outlining a brief history of All Saints’ Church, Clooney, and the Parish has been produced. We will be holding a Book Launch on Friday 1st December in the All Saints’ Centre at 7-30pm. This will take the form of a welcome reception alongside a hot and cold buffet.
A display illustrating some key moments in the life of the Church and Parish will also be on show.

This commemorative book will be on sale at the cost of £25 (an ideal Christmas present) with all proceeds going to church funds.
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DECEMBER/JANUARY 2018
REFLECTION from THE RECTOR
There is a story told about a wealthy man and his son who loved to collect rare works of art. They had everything in their collection from Picasso to Raphael. They would often sit together and admire the great works of art. 

When the 1st World War broke, the son went to war. He was very courageous and died in battle while rescuing another soldier. The father was notified and grieved deeply for his only son. 

About a month later, just before Christmas, there was a knock at the door. A young man stood at the door with a large package in his hands. He said, "Sir, you don't know me, but I am the soldier for whom your son gave his life. He saved many lives that day and he was carrying me to safety when a bullet struck him in the heart, and he died instantly. He often talked about you, and your love for art." The young man held out his package. "I know this isn't much. I'm not really a great artist, but I think your son would have wanted you to have this." 

The father opened the package. It was a portrait of his son, painted by the young man. He stared in awe at the way the soldier had captured the personality of his son in the painting. The father was so drawn to the eyes that his own eyes welled up with tears. He thanked the young man and offered to pay him for the picture. "Oh, no sir, I could never repay what your son did for me. It's a gift." 

The father hung the portrait over his mantle. Every time visitors came to his home, he took them to see the portrait of his son before he showed them any of the other great works he had collected. 

The man died a few years later. There was to be a great auction of his paintings. Many influential people gathered, excited over seeing the great paintings and having an opportunity to purchase one for their collection. On the platform sat the painting of the son. The auctioneer pounded his gavel. "We will start the bidding with this picture of the son. Who will bid for this picture?" There was silence. Then a voice in the back of the room shouted, "We want to see the famous paintings. Skip this one." But the auctioneer persisted. "Will someone bid for this  painting? Who will start the bidding? £100, £200?" Another voice shouted angrily, "We didn't come to see this painting. We came to see the Van Goghs and the Rembrandts. Get on with the real art!" But still the auctioneer continued, "The son! The son! Who'll take the son?" 

Finally, a voice came from the very back of the room. It was the long-time gardener of the man and his son. "I'll give £10 for the painting." Being a poor man, it was all he could afford. "We have £10, who will bid £20?" "Give it to him for £10. Get on with the master paintings." "£10 is the bid, won't someone bid £20?" The crowd was becoming angry. They didn't want the picture of the son. They wanted the more worthy investments for their collections. The auctioneer pounded the gavel. "Going once, twice, SOLD FOR £10!" 

REFLECTION from THE RECTOR continued
A man sitting on the second row shouted, "Now, let's get on with the collection!" The auctioneer laid down his gavel. "I'm sorry, the auction is over." "What about the paintings?" "I am sorry. When I was called to conduct this auction, I was told of a secret stipulation in the will. I was not allowed to reveal that stipulation until this time. Only the painting of the son would be auctioned. Whoever bought that painting would inherit the entire estate, including the paintings. The man who took the son gets everything!"

God gave his Son 2000 years ago to die on a cruel cross. Much like the auctioneer, His message today is, "The Son, the Son, who'll take the Son?" Because you see, whoever takes the Son gets everything. 

During the season of Advent we celebrate the fulfilment of the ancient prophecies in the Bible which foretold the coming of the Son of God, born of the Virgin Mary in the stable of Bethlehem. In today’s society the true meaning of Christmas often get’s lost amongst all the parties, celebrations and presents. The present turmoil of earthquakes, floods, wars, Brexit and the economic crisis, all causing so much suffering, should focus our minds on the spiritual meaning of Christmas, and to welcome into our hearts the hope brought by God’s coming among us as man. The Word became flesh to offer humanity the salvation which can only be received as a gracious gift from God. The same Word by whom the universe was made, the Word which gives all creation its ultimate meaning, has come to dwell among us: he now speaks to us, he reveals the deepest meaning of our life on earth, and he guides us to the Love which is our true fulfilment. In the Christ Child, God humbly knocks on the doors of our hearts and asks us freely to accept his love, his truth, his life. As Christmas approaches, let us rekindle our hope in God’s promises and, in humility and simplicity, welcome the light, joy and peace which the Saviour brings to us and to our world. Amen.  

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE REV MC BETH AND APRIL 

The Rev David and his wife April are becoming grandparents for the first time in January when their son Mark and his wife Emma Louise are having a baby. They are traveling to Australia to visit the new born baby on Saturday 13th January and returning home again on Wednesday 14th February. 
THANK YOU   

I would like to take this opportunity to sincerely thank every parishioner for their support for the Parish during the past year of our 150th Celebrations. Without your support there would be no celebrations and indeed there would be no Church. I would also like to take this opportunity to thank all parishioners who are involved in the running of the parish from day to day. Members of the Select Vestry, Sarah in the office, Freewill Offering Counters, Choir, Tea and Flower Team, Sunday School teachers, Bible Studies, Pastoral Care Team and Prayer Meeting leaders, those involved in running parish organisations, the list could go on and on. May the Lord continue to bless you as you serve him here at All Saints. On behalf of April and myself we wish you all a Very Happy Christmas and a Peaceful New Year.          
The Rev RHYS REFLECTS
Are we the ‘right’ way up in an ‘up-side’ down world??

Wednesday 1st of November was of course All Saints’ day, and the appointed Lectionary reading of Matthew 5:1-12 proved to be for me, a fresh source of reflection and consideration. The “Sermon on the Mount” is probably the most famous sermon of all time. And it’s opening lines have for 2,000 years been known as ‘the Beatitudes.’

In nine short verses, Jesus lays out the character sketch of those who are spiritually blessed, fortunate, and poised as it were - to experience the fullness of joy in Him. This is what “beatitude” means. To be spiritually blessed before God. Sadly, you and I exist in an upside-down world. A world which has always had its priorities skewed. In contemporary society, to be ‘blessed’ all too often means to be successful, wealthy, and famous. And on many levels that’s fine of course! Yet when worldly riches and success take precedence over the spiritual state of our hearts and souls, then the God-shaped hole that exists within the heart and soul of each of us quickly becomes an irrelevance. And the truth is that when God is marginalized on the periphery of life, then it is the world itself that defines who we are and what we hope to become. 

What then for those of us who are perhaps less fortunate in worldly terms, and who struggle to meet the demands and expectations of an everchanging, secular society? What of we who have a longing within our very being for meaning and relationship with God – and who struggle to come to terms with the injustices and cruelty of the world at large? 

I believe the beatitudes offer a solution to our ‘up-side’ down lives, and a blueprint by which we can reprioritise how we live and relate to God and each other.  They are wonderful news for the humble. Wonderful news for the poor both in spirit and worldly terms. Wonderful news for those who mourn and wonderful news for those who put the needs of others before their own agendas and desires. 

The Hebrew or Aramaic word for ‘wonderful news’ is also often translated as blessed. And part of Jesus’ teaching here is surely that those in this world who have so little material wealth or blessings, can receive the gift of spiritual joy through the nearness of God in their lives. In fact in Christ, God the Father is acting to turn our lives with all our distorted priorities the ‘right way’ up again. 

Personally, I just love how Jesus speaks of those who are the poor in spirit. Those who when confronted by the questions and complexities of faith and the suffering and injustice that too often characterises the world around us, know and acknowledge their spiritual weakness and inadequacy. They hunger and thirst for the wholeness that is called holiness, for the food that truly satisfies. For I am one of them.  

The beatitudes then, are I believe, the proclamation of God’s new covenant for those who hunger for God and his blessing in their lives.

The Rev RHYS REFLECTS 
In Deuteronomy, the people of God came through the wilderness and arrived at the border of their promised land, and God gave them a solemn covenant of provision, plenty and care. He listed the blessings and the curses that would come upon them if they were obedient or disobedient to His will. Here in chapter 5 of Matthew’s Gospel we are presented with Christ Jesus, coming out of Egypt, through the water and the wilderness of metaphorical separation from God and into the land of provision and plenty. A land of blessing. This is God’s new covenant to the poor, the humble, the rejected and the spiritually destitute.

This covenant isn’t some distant prospect only made reality in heaven. Rather it’s to be made reality in the here and now of what is still an ‘upside-down’ world. That is made clear in Jesus’ teaching in the following chapter in how we are to pray to the Father in heaven. We are to pray that God’s Kingdom, and his will for each of us as his beloved children – will come ‘on earth as it is in heaven.’ In other words there is to be a replication of heaven here on earth. Isn’t that amazing?

The life of heaven then, is to become the new life of our ‘upside-down’ world in what by faith become our ‘right way up’ lives. And who will be the blessed in this new Kingdom of Christ? It is to be those who know and acknowledge their spiritual weakness. It is to be those who humble themselves before one another and before God in the here and now of this upside-down world. And today I believe Jesus makes us a new promise - a new holy and eternal covenant, where together we will usher in the fullness of his new Kingdom where we the spiritually weak and destitute will be truly and eternally blessed.  AMEN. 

The Rev Rhys will be on holiday from Sunday 24th December until 

Monday 8th January 2018.
FLOWER ROTA
	DATE
	DONATING

	Sunday 3rd December 
	Vacant

	Sunday 10th December
	Church decorated for Christmas

	Sunday 17th December
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Pamela McCorkell

	Sunday 24th  December
	April McBeth

	Sunday 31st December
	Vacant

	Sunday 7th January
	Ladies Guild

	Sunday 14th January
	Lucy Milligan

	Sunday 21st January
	Florence Walker

	Sunday 28th January
	Sarah Cox


Please contact Sarah at the Parish Office on 71349348 if you wish to donate

flowers for the church or if you need someone to arrange flowers for you.

WHAT'S ON:  DECEMBER 2017/JANUARY 2017

Friday 1st December

7.30pm
Book Launch-ASC 

Sunday 3rd Dec (Advent Sunday)

8.15am
 Holy Communion I


  11:00am 
  Holy Communion II followed by Distributors/Counters lunch 



6.00pm
 
Advent Praise Service 

Monday 4th December

5.30pm
Guys Get-together-ASC


7.30pm
Vestry Meeting followed by ASCA Meeting-ASC
Tuesday 5th December

9.00am
Lisnagelvin PS Assembly


10.00am
Little Saints’ - ASC


2.00pm
Service Seymour Gardens


7.00pm
Fellowship Group Superbowl

Wednesday 6th December


2.00pm
Service-Dale View 


7.30pm
Advent Service


8.00pm
Ladies Guild-ASC

Thursday 7th December


2.00pm
Service-Foyle Fold

3.30pm
Service-Sevenoaks
Saturday 9th December


10.00am
Decoration of Church

Sunday 10th Dec (2nd Sunday of Advent)


8.15am
Holy Communion I 


11:00am
Morning Prayer II/Gift Sunday

2.00pm
Distribution of Gifts


6.00pm
Remembrance Service

Monday 11th December 

11.30am
Senior Saints HC and Dinner-ASC

Tuesday 12th December 

10.00am
Little Saints Party, ASC


Wednesday 13th December


7.30pm
Advent Service




8.15pm
Choir Practice, Church

Friday 15th December


7.30pm
Family Festive Party-ASC
Saturday 16th December


2.00pm
Sunday School Party-ASC


Sunday 17th Dec (3rd Sunday of Advent)


8.15am
Holy Communion I


11:00am  
Christmas Nativity Service

2.00pm
Distribution of Gifts


6.00pm
Nine Lessons and Carols with Britannia Band

Wednesday 20th December

7.30pm
Advent Service


   Sunday 24th December (Christmas Eve)

8.15am
Holy Communion I


11.00am
Holy Baptism


6.00pm
Informal Christmas Nativity 


11.00pm
Holy Communion II
Monday 25th Dec (Christmas Day)


10.00am
Holy Communion II

Sunday 31st Dec  (1st Sun of Christmas)


8.15am
Holy Communion I

11.00am
Morning Prayer II
Thursday 4th January


7.00pm
Guys Club Commences ASC

Sunday 7th Jan  (1st Sun after Epiphany)


8.15am
Holy Communion I

10.00am
Sunday School commences


11.00am
Holy Communion II 

Monday 8th January


7.30pm
Select Vestry Mtg - ASC

Tuesday 9th January


10.00am
Little Saints-ASC

2.00pm
Service Seymour Gardens


8.00pm
ASCA Meeting-ASC

Wednesday 10th January

2.00pm
Service Dale View

7.15pm
Choir Practice


8.00pm
Bible Study -ASC

Thursday 11th January

2.00pm
Service Foyle Fold

3.30pm
Service Sevenoaks
Sunday 14th Jan (2nd Sun after Epiphany)


8.15am
Holy Communion I
11.00am
Morning Prayer II 

Monday 15th January


11.00am
Bible Study, ASC

Wednesday 17th January

10.30am
Mid Month Service- ASC                   


7.15pm
Choir Practice

Sunday 21st Jan  (3rd Sun after Epiphany)

8.15am
Holy Communion I
11.00am
Morning Prayer II

Wednesday 24th January


10.00am
Prayer Breakfast-ASC

7.15pm
Choir Practice-ASC


8.00pm
Bible Study -ASC
Thursday 25th January


2-4.00pm
Tea Dance-ASC
Sunday 28th Jan  (4th Sun after Epiphany)

8.15am
Holy Communion I
11.00am
Family/Holy Baptism Service
Monday 29th January


11.00am
Bible Study, ASC

Wednesday 31st January

7.15pm
Choir Practice-ASC

SPECIAL SERVICES
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SUNDAY 26TH NOVEMBER AT 6PM ~ HEALING SERVICE                                                                                                             To celebrate the beginning of Advent, there will be an Advent Candlelit Healing Service.  Canon David Ferry, the Rev David McBeth and the Rev Rhys Jones will lay on hands for healing. Everyone welcome.
ADVENT SERVICES 
During the season of Advent there will be Advent Services on Wednesday nights at 7.30pm. The service will last approximately 30-40 minutes. Everyone is welcome to come along.  

SUNDAY 3RD DECEMBER AT 6PM ADVENT PRAISE SERVICE

There will be an Advent Praise Service on Sunday 3rd December at 6pm with a host of Advent Worship and Praise Songs led by Versus. The speaker at the service will be Mr Andy Lamberton from Exodus. Everyone is very welcome to come along.  

SUNDAY 10TH DECEMBER AT 11AM ~ CHRISTMAS GIFT SUNDAY

We would like to invite adults and children to bring along a small wrapped gift suitable for an elderly person to put under the Christmas tree on Sunday 10th December. Please mark the presents ‘Man’ or ‘Women’. These presents will be distributed to the elderly in the parish and nursing homes over Christmas. 

                       “Carol Singers”
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We are looking for members of the congregation, men, women and children to join the choir to go Carol singing in the local nursing homes on the afternoon of Sunday 10th and Sunday 17th December meeting at the All Saints’ Centre at 2pm. We will then go and distribute the presents given by parishioners. If you are interested in joining us on these Sundays please sign the signup sheet at the back of the church or contact Sarah in the parish office. We will finish around 4.30–5pm 
SUNDAY 10TH DECEMBER AT 6PM~SERVICE OF REMEMBRANCE

A special service of thanksgiving to remember the lives of members of the parish and other family members who sadly passed away over the past few years will be held on Sunday 10th December. If you would like your loved ones remembered, their name read out and a cross laid in their memory please write their name in the Book of Remembrance at the back of the church or contact Sarah in the Parish Office.  The names of those read out will be placed on the Church Christmas Tree. 

SPECIAL SERVICES

MONDAY 11TH DECEMBER AT 11.30AM ~ 

SENIOR SAINTS’ CHRISTMAS HOLY COMMUNION, 

DINNER AND PARTY

There will be a short Holy Communion service followed by a dinner and party in the All Saints’ Centre on Monday 11th December beginning at 11.30am for the seniors in our church. Invitations will be out soon.
MID- MONTH HOLY COMMUNION SERVICE

The Mid-month Holy Communion service in December is being brought forward to Monday 11th December to enable those who attend the mid- month to have Holy Communion and join in the dinner and the party.

SUNDAY 17th DECEMBER AT 11AM ~ CHRISTMAS NATIVITY 

Our special Christmas Nativity service will be held on Sunday 17th December at 11am.  All the children in Sunday School will be taking part so please come along and support them. 

PRACTICE FOR THE NATIVITY PLAY 

It is essential that parent’s ensure their children come to Sunday School to practise for the Nativity Play and be given a part. It is very difficult to give children a part or include them in nativity when they don’t turn up for the practise.   
SUNDAY 17TH DECEMBER AT 6PM ~ 9 LESSONS AND CAROLS 
One of the highlights of Christmas is the Service of 9 Lessons and Carols, as we hear once again the story of Christmas in readings and carols.  The Carol Service this year will be held on Sunday 17th December at 6pm with special guests Britannia Band coming along. We would really appreciate parishioners coming to support the Carol Service. There will be a cup of tea or glass of mulled punch (non alcoholic) and mince pies for everyone after the service.  

CHRISTMAS EVE at 11AM ~ FAMILY/HOLY BAPTISM

On this special day there will be a family service and Holy Baptism.  

CHRISTMAS EVE at 6PM ~ INFORMAL NATIVITY PLAY 

The informal nativity play is open to all children and their families in the church and local community. All children are given the opportunity to dress up and play a role in the nativity story.  

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE AT 11.00PM
This year we are celebrating Christmas Eve Holy Communion at 11pm. This is a very spiritual service and I encourage parishioners, family and friends to join us.  

CHRISTMAS DAY AT 10AM
Please note there will be one service on Christmas day. This service will be a celebration of Holy Communion at 10am. Children are encouraged to come along and bring their toys they received from Santa.  
CHRISTMAS GET-TOGETHERS

COUNTERS/MAGAZINE DISTRIBUTORS PARTY
There will be a Christmas Dinner party held in the All Saints’ Centre straight after church on Sunday 3rd December as a ‘thank you’ to our Counting and Distribution teams for their help and support throughout  the year.  Your continuous work for the Parish is very much appreciated.

GUYS CLUB 

Last date for Guys Club is Thursday 30th November. The Christmas get-together will be on Monday 4th December at 5.30pm in the All Saints’ Centre for those who have been in the Guys Club all year.  Please come along for some festive treats. The Guys Club will reopen on Thursday 4th January 2018 at 7.00pm.
All Saints’ Fellowship GROUP 

The “Fellowship Group” are hosting a Christmas Night at the Bowling Alley on Tuesday 5th December at 7.00pm which includes a Dinner and game of bowls. The tickets are £20 (£10 deposit required).  The night is open to everyone and if you would like to come along and join the “Fellowship Group” please contact Austin and Helen Henderson or Sarah in the parish office.   
LADIES GUILD

The next meeting of the Ladies Guild will be Wednesday 6th December at 8pm.  This will be our Christmas Party night.  I would ask the ladies who did not provide the supper at the last guild meeting with Mrs Good if they could provide the supper at this meeting.  Hope to see you all there.

The Ladies Guild Dinner will be discussed at this meeting and the date and venue will be confirmed then

             FESTIVE FAMILY PARTY NIGHT
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Join us on Friday 15th December in the All Saints’ Centre at 7.30pm for a wee night of Festive Fellowship – a night of Christmas sing-along, party food and fun. Prizes for the best and worst Christmas jumper.  Music by Sam Vickery and our very own Praise Band, Versus.
SUNDAY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS PARTY
The Sunday School Christmas party will be held on Saturday 16th December in the All Saints centre from 2pm -4pm. There will be fun, games, food and entertainment for all the family. Guess who will there?  Parents please book your children for the party with Melissa. There will be no Sunday school on Sunday 24th and 31st December. It will reopen on Sunday  7th January, 2018 at the usual time of 10am in the All Saints Centre. 
MEETINGS

Select Vestry 
Select Vestry Meetings will be held on Monday 4th December and Monday 8th January at 7.30pm in the All Saints’ Centre.  
ALL SAINTS’ CARING ASSOCIATION

There will be an ASCA meeting on Monday 4th December straight after the Select Vestry meeting. The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 9th January at 8pm in the All Saints’ Centre.
PARISH BIBLE STUDIES

Owing to the Mid-Week Advent services there will be no Wednesday night Bible Studies during December. Bible Study dates for the month of January are: Wednesday 10th at 8pm, Monday 15th at 11am, Wednesday 24th at 8pm and Monday 29th at 11am. 
KNIT N NATTER

Every Wednesday, 2pm-4pm come along to the All Saints’ Centre for a cup of tea and a natter. Bring along your knitting, crocheting, quilting or sewing and share your ideas with the rest of the group. Only £1 per person, includes a cup of tea. Knit n Natter will finish up on Wednesday 13th December and will commence back on Wednesday 10th January.
TEA DANCE

Our next Tea Dance will take place on Thursday 25th January from 2pm to 4pm in the All Saints’ Centre. Music by Peter Mac. Admission £3.00 per person. Everyone welcome. Please note there will be no Tea Dance in December.
DECORATION OF CHURCH FOR CHRISTMAS
The Christmas Tree will be delivered on Friday 9th December. Volunteers to put the tree up in the church would be very much appreciated-please contact Sarah at the Parish Office. The Church will then be decorated

for Christmas on Saturday 9th December at 10.00am.
HOLY COMMUNION AT CHRISTMAS 
FOR HOUSEBOND

The Rev David and the Rev Rhys will take Holy Communion to those who are housebound, and unable to attend church.  If there are any other parishioners not currently receiving Holy Communion at home and who would appreciate this service, please inform Sarah in the parish office
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                     PARISH REGISTER

BAPTISM - Sunday 29th october 
THOMAS ANDREW BAGGLEY

Son of Andrew and Lucy, 24 Disertowen Road

ELLIOT GEORGE BLACKMAN

Son of Glenn and Zoe, 71 Clooney Road. Baptismal Gift £30

BRAX JORDAN RYAN BURNS-COOKE

Son of James and Rachel, 34 Copperthorpe

JACK KENNETH MC CLAY

Son of Nigel and Natasha, 19 Foyle Crescent. Baptismal Gift £50
BURIAL

SAT 18TH NOV ~ SARAH ELIZABETH (BETTY) HETHERINGTON
Peacefully at her home, 20 Foyle Fold, Limavady Road. Beloved wife of the late William Raymond. Devoted Mother of the late Alan. Loving Cousin of Margaret, Ann, Wilma Frances. Dear Aunt of Keith.
THUR 23RD NOV~ ISOBEL BROWN
Peacefully at Dale View Care Home, formerly of Lackagh, Donemana 
FRI 24TH NOV ~ NEIL LAWRENCE ALCOCK

Peacefully at Foyle Hospice in his 77th year (formerly of 9, Grovemount Court, Altnagelvin) much loved husband of Sheila, devoted father of Gillian, Mark, Neil and Sharron, loving father-in-law of Corneilia, Carol, Glen and Tony, adored grandad of Sarah, Leah, Emma, Eve and Davida, great-grandad of Freya, Addisyn and Aaliyah, dearest brother of Patricia (Australia) and the late Philip, a close friend of Etta Dunn.
DONATIONS IN MEMORY OF LOVED ONES

The cost of running the parish and the upkeep of Church property amounts to a very substantial amount of money each month and we are greatly indebted to everyone who gives donations to the parish in memory of loved ones.  We, as the Vestry, would like to thank you for your support and generosity.

  The Vestry would also like to thank all those who have donated gifts to the parish over recent months, a number of which were dedicated on All Saints’ Day.
If you would like to donate a gift to the church, please do not hesitate to contact the Rector or Sarah in the Parish Office.

FWO ENVELOPES

Please note that our church financial year ends on Sunday 31st December 2017.

All money, therefore, to be included in this financial year must be received in the Freewill Offering Plate or given to the treasurer Mr Alan Moore no later than this date, so that they can be included in the 2017 Financial Report.

REPEAT….PLEASE REMEMBER:  All money to be included in the 2017 report must be received in the Freewill Offering Plate or given to the treasurer Mr Alan Moore no later than Sunday 31st December.  Money received after that date will be included in the following years report. No exceptions!!

If you are a UK tax payer please ensure you have signed up to gift aid for all your parish givings. Please speak to the treasurer, Mr Alan Moore.

DONATIONS IN MEMORY …
In Loving Memory of ~ Cecil Pentland 
* Son David, Daughter in law Shirley, grandchildren Kimberley and Luke,                          25 Drumahoe Road
£100

Son Richard, daughter in law Nicola, 178 Ivy Mead
£100

Security at City of Derry Airport
£55

Derek and Marcia Coll, 1 Rossdowney Driive 
£10

Ebrington Primary School, c/o Mr Nigel Dougherty, 67B Limavady Road
£25

Churchill LOL 871 c/o Hampton Crescent
£20
* Apologies from All Saints  as Son David’s entry should have been included in Nov issue

In Loving Memory of ~ Christina Anderson

Brother George and Sister in Law Ena, 3 Cheadle Park
£50
In Loving Memory of ~ George and Frances Anderson

Son George and Daughter in Law Ena, 3 Cheadle Park
£25

In Loving Memory of ~ Vera and Pearl Millar

Sister Adeline Downs, Bann Drive and Niece Sandra, Eglinton
£50

Helen Henderson, 5 Manning Way
£20

In Loving Memory of ~ Maisie Melarkey (1st Anniversary)

Mr and Mrs Bobby O’Brien, 22 Parklands
£20

In Loving Memory of ~ Joe and Maisie Melarkey (5th and 1st Anniversary)

Miss Roberta Temple, 25 Duddys Court
£20

Mr Jim Lindsay
£20

In Loving Memory of ~ Ethel Dougherty

Mr Emerson, 79 Ballymaerny Road, Loughall
£50
In Loving Memory of ~ Catherine Smith

Mum and Dad, Elizabeth and Ronnie, 14 Woodvale Road
£100

In Loving Memory of ~ Billy McNeill

Mrs Emily Hepburn, 12 Henry Street
£20

Maurice and Heather Fleming, c/o 40 Tamlaght Rd, Rasharkin
£40

In Memory of ~ Loved Ones at Christmas
Bobby and Tanya Keys, 14 Cambourne Crescent                                                  £100

In Loving Memory of ~ Kathryn Friel

Mum and Dad, Marina and Denis Briggs, 62 Cawhill Park
£20
Christmas Memories of ~ Ronnie Borland

Wife Frances and family , 54 Woodburn Park
£150
In Loving Memory of ~ Albert Moore (2nd Anniversary)


Wife Rosemary, 59a Rossdowney Road
£100

In Loving Memory of ~ Lexie Ross

Wife Roberta Ross, 2 Faulkner Court
£20
In Loving Memory of ~ Andrew Spratt

Wife Genevieve and family, Knightsbridge
£60

In Loving Memory of ~ Billy Quinlan

Sister Jean, 24 Roulston Avenue
£100

In Loving Memory of ~ Mother and Sisters
Mrs Joyce Brown
£500

Robert Campbell
£50

Birthday Memories of the late Billy McCauley

Wife Jennifer, children and grandchildren, 28a Seventree Road
£200

Baptismal Gift – Lorna and David Logan
£20

Anonymous Donation
£10

Senior Saints Christmas Dinner Donation – Matilda Kitson, Prehen Park
£20
DATE OF CONFIRMATION 2018

 The date for the Confirmation in 2018 has been set by the Bishop for Sunday 10th June at 7pm. All Confirmation candidates who meet the necessary requirements for confirmation, attendance at Sunday school and Church etc. will be confirmed by the Bishop that evening.     
Please pray for the confirmation candidates 

Emma Lynch, Hasley Crawford, Jesica Hamilton, Andew Alexander, Georgia Curry, Tyler Simpson, David Lynch, Jai Gillespie, Tobi Lee Campbell and Tamzin Caldwell
PRAYER WEEK
Well we had a totally awesome week in All Saints' Clooney connecting with God. It really was a place where people young and old could come and connect with God. I'd like to thank all those who helped set up prayer zones and staff the week. We had visitors from not just our own city but people from as far away as Fermanagh, Japan, and Dunfanaghy. We had some great speakers in the evening time speaking on a range of topics. The week came to an end with worship led by Joel Rosbrough and an inspiring testimony from Greg Sloan.
150th ANNIVERSARY THANKSGIVING & REDEDICATION SERVICE

The 150th Anniversary Thanksgiving and Rededication Service of the Church held on Sunday 5th November “All Saints Day” was a very memorable and joyful occasion for the parish. Several parishioners described the day as “absolutely brilliant.” I received an email from the Bishop congratulating All Saints’ on a very well organised and very memorable service which he and his wife Mary thoroughly enjoyed. 

During the Service thanks was given for the past 150 years of All Saints’ Clooney and all those who had served the church faithfully through their life and witness. The Archbishop rededicated the Church to the Glory of God and asked God’s blessing for the church in the future. The Bishop consecrated the New Side Chapel and dedicated the Holy Communion rail and Kneeler donated by Mrs Helen Moore in memory of her late husband Jim Moore MBE and Miss Margaret Sherman in memory of loved ones. I would like to sincerely thank all the parishioners who attended the service that day. I would also like to thank the choir, the organist Mr Alan Moore, the Churchwardens, the flower team, Britannia Band and all those involved in the service in any way. 

After the service there was a most excellent tea provided for everyone in the All Saints’ Centre. Once again, I would like to thank all those involved in providing such a beautiful tea. I would also like to convey my deepest thanks to Mr George Keys for the amazing display of photographs, newspaper articles and writings retelling the amazing history All Saints’ Church Clooney over the past 150 years. 
REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY                                                                                                                                       There was a good attendance at all our services on Remembrance Sunday.  At all three service wreaths where laid to remember all those who made the Supreme Sacrifice for our freedom. I would like to sincerely thank the Royal British Legion and all those who took part in the services in any way and to the ladies of the parish for supplying a beautiful tea.
ALL SAINTS’ GALA BALL

The Gala Ball at the White Horse Hotel was an incredible evening of food, fun, fellowship, music and dancing. The Rev David and April, and the Rev Rhys and Samantha danced the night away with parishioners and every one thoroughly enjoyed themselves. There wasn’t a song played that there wasn’t someone on the dance floor. Thank you to all those who organised the event, it was fantastic. WELL DONE!! It will certainly go down as another memorable night in the history of All Saints’ Clooney. 

Thought for the day
What is a Sanctuary of prayer?

The dictionary explains Sanctuary as this:-“sanctuary ˈsaŋ(k)tjʊəri

noun1. refuge or safety from pursuit, persecution, or other danger.

"his sons took sanctuary in the church"

synonyms: refuge, haven, harbour, port in a storm, oasis, shelter, retreat, bolt-hole, foxhole, hideout, hiding place, hideaway, den”

NOTE in the contextualised use of the word, Church was the chosen place for Sanctuary. For safety from pursuit.

We are lucky enough to live in a country of peace, of freewill to worship, yet we are very much a people in need of Sanctuary. We live busy, difficult, tumultuous lives and often times we need or want everything to be done yesterday. We rarely take the time to stop. Breathe. Be still. Know Who we are, and WHOSE we are.

Church should already be a Sanctuary, but truth be told churches too suffer from dischord, uncertainty and conflict, yet for many, simply being within those walls, bathing in a stained glass glow of light, we get a feeling of being home. This is not our physical home, but our spiritual one. Our soul breathes in the familiarity of God’s home and often times opens up more to the Holy Spirit.

So why did we want to transform an already beautiful sanctuary into a Sanctuary of Prayer? We could have just opened the doors and invited you in to pray. That might suit some people who know the church or who are comfortable praying anywhere.

We wanted to share our Sanctuary with everyone and anyone. We wanted to gently guide you into a journey of prayer, round our different thematic areas.

We all have walked in darkness, so we wanted to take you through Darkness into Light, offering up your prayers as beacons of light in dark times.

We are all sinners. We often judge those simply because they sin differently to us. We wanted to share the fall of the Garden of Eden, our fall from grace, in artistic expression, while bringing the Tree Of Knowledge back to life by hanging our prayers asking for forgiveness, or letting go of grudges as we ask forgiveness of ourselves, through the cross, by the Grace of God.

Through peaceful inflection we created a garden of healing within our own church walls, or people could walk down the aisle to a sweetly silent Sanctuary, soft and gentle and soothing, connecting with God in prayer in a comforting nook, or browsing the books and notes within. 

We had “News in the pews” where visitors cut stories from the daily papers, laid them in the pews and prayed over current news affairs in the world. By the end of the week there were rows and rows of prayers for our world. 

We had visitors from Exodus and CMS Ireland, as well as visitors from our own parish, neighbouring parishes and further afield, all bringing prayers for a hurting world and prayers for those who hurt at home, with added focus on Foyle Search and Rescue for whom £260 was raised during the Sanctuary of Prayer.

We finished a wonderful week of prayer joined by two fantastic brothers in Christ. Joel Rosborough led us is some truly beautiful humbling worship while Greg Sloane shared with us a stirring testimony about his difficult journey to a powerful transformation! It was a spectacular week, and a privilege to have been a part of, the Holy Spirit moved a lot of people in the week, there were tears, there was joy, there was fellowship and most of all there was and is HOPE for this world. May we continue to pray for our entire All Saints family, for our local communities and further afield. 

Beavers have had a busy term with an autumn walk in St Columb’s Park, collecting leaves to make crowns and walking in the dark!  On 21 October 2017, our Beavers attended ‘Rumble in the Jungle’ in Magherafelt with other Beavers from across NI.  Although the weather wasn’t great, it didn’t dampen the Beavers’ spirits and they had great fun!  More recently, Beavers have completed the STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths) Awareness project and been awarded their Experiment Badge.  Our thanks to Roisin and her team for coming along on Tuesday evenings to deliver the programme.

We have 25 Cubs in our Cub Pack currently so Tuesday evenings are quite noisy!  Our Cubs represented the District at the Remembrance Service on Sunday 12 November 2017 and laid a wreath on behalf of the Londonderry District Scout Council.  A number of Cubs have recently completed their Home Help badge – we think it would be interesting to find out   
                                if they’re still ‘helping’!  

Cubs are now working towards their Artist Activity badge and have started work on animal plaster moulds – a bit messy but hopefully they work out!

The Beavers and Cubs held their Investiture Service on Sunday 19 November where we were joined by Mrs Evelyn Love, County Commissioner for Beavers, and Mr Paul Miekle, County Commissioner for Cubs.  As well as presenting new Beavers and Cubs with their scarves, Evelyn and Paul also led in renewing our Beaver and Cub Promises.
PARISH OFFICE CHRISTMAS CLOSURE


The Parish Office will be closed from Thursday 21st December and will reopen on Wednesday 3rd January 2018.








