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Marriage

Planning Your Wedding

Introduction

If you would like to be married in the Church then we would love to welcome you. To be married in the UK you must be over 18 years of age, or 16 with your parents consent. 

Renewal of Marriage Vows

Sometimes couples who have been married for some time also appreciate a  Service for the Renewal of Marriage Vows, to give thanks for their marriage. The Rector will be happy to discuss your special arrangements with you. 

For some time many Churches have also welcomed people who are divorced to be married in Church. 

What do I do First?  - Call the Parish Office 

Let us know your good news as soon as you can and we can help plan the          wedding.  Do not make any other booking until you have spoken to Sarah in the Parish Office to confirm that the Church and the Rector are available on your chosen date. The Rector will be as flexible as possible to try and facilitate your wedding. Weddings can take place on any day of the week Monday to Saturday. To be legal the wedding must just take place between 8am and 6pm.  You will find a booking form at the back of this booklet. You can fill this form in and return it to the Parish Office. 

What do I do Second? - Fill in a Marriage Notice Form . 

By law, each party to a proposed marriage is required to complete a Marriage Notice Form. The form can also be obtained from any Registrar’s Office.

The Rector performing the ceremony must also complete the relevant section of each form to confirm that he/she is willing to perform the ceremony.

It is important to understand that by signing the notice you are making a          declaration that the information given on the notice is correct. As a safeguard against bigamous marriages, a subsequent check of the information may be made by the General Registrar Office for Northern Ireland. 

When the Registrar is satisfied that there is no legal impediment to the marriage, a

Marriage Schedule will be prepared from the information on the Marriage Notice Form. 
Marriage Schedule 

No marriage can proceed without the Marriage Schedule. The Marriage Schedule will be issued to either party by the Registrar. The Schedule cannot be issued more than fourteen days before the marriage and the Registrar will advise you when the Marriage Schedule can be collected. The Schedule cannot be collected on your behalf by a relative or friend, the Registrar will issue it only to the prospective bride or bridegroom who will have to sign for it. The Marriage Schedule must be produced before the marriage ceremony to the person performing the marriage. Immediately after the ceremony, the schedule must be signed by both parties, by the person performing the marriage and by the two witnesses. The bride should sign in her maiden name. The Marriage Schedule should be returned to the Registrar within three days from the date of marriage. It may be returned in person or by post. 

Honeymoon and Passports

Brides may have their passport in their new name prior to the wedding. This is also advisable if travelling to some countries! Collect a form PD2 from the post office and bring it to the Rector to sign.

The Big Day

Your Rector will do all he can to make the day a personal, meaningful and  spiritual experience for you and your guests.

How much will my Church wedding cost?

Weddings are expensive as you will probably already have found out! The good news is that the actual Church cost itself will probably be one of the cheaper items. 

Cost of a wedding in All Saints Clooney. 

Parishioners making appropriated contributions to Freewill Offering.  (£100 per year)
Church Fee   £250.00 

Choir Fee      £50.00 (if required)
Sexton Fee     £50.00 

Clergy Fee    No fee 

Total cost     £350.00

We can supply you with a list of organists for you to contact. Fee to be arranged with organist. 

Parishioners who do not make appropriate contributions to Freewill Offering. 

Church Fee    £400.00

Choir Fee       £50.00 (if required)
Sexton Fee    £50.00
Clergy Fee     £50.00
Total Cost      £550.00
A deposit  of £250.00 must be paid to secure a wedding.                                                  Balance to be paid in full one month before the wedding.   

Non-Parishioners
Church Fee    £500.00

Choir Fee       £100.00 (if required)
Sexton Fee    £100.00

Clergy Fee     £100,00

Total Cost      £800.00

A deposit  of £250.00 must be paid to secure a wedding.                                                  Balance to be paid in full one month before the wedding.   

What about flowers in the church?

It is always a good idea to brighten up the Church with some flowers for your wedding.  The Church has a group of professional flower arrangers who can                    decorate the Church for your wedding day at a very competitive cost. Contact the Parish Office for further details. You may decide to book your own flower arrangers. Make sure you contact the parish office to ensure the Church is open so that the flowers arrangers get in.  

Groom 

The groom should arrive in the Church with his Best Man about half an hour before the ceremony.   

Best Man

He will be there to assist the Groom, not least in taking care of the ring(s). It is said that once, if the Groom failed to appear the Best Man was obliged to marry the Bride!

Ushers and Seating

It is helpful if you provide two ushers who will welcome your guests and assist people as they arrive. Ushers should be present forty minutes before the wedding and distribute orders of service and buttonholes. They will also escort people to their seats. It is traditional for the family of the Groom to sit on the right side of Church as you walk in, behind the Groom. The family of the Bride sit on the left, with a space saved for the person 'giving away' the bride. 

Bride 

The bride and the person giving away the bride should arrive at the church giving plenty of time for photographs at the church door before the ceremony. 

Bridesmaids and Page Boy

Some people have many bridesmaids and a page boy, however you may not wish to have any at all. Bridesmaids are there to tend to the needs of the bride throughout the service, for making sure that your dress is arranged properly and 'waiting' on you. It must be said that few actually wait on the bride as they should. You will pass your bouquet to the chief bridesmaid at the beginning of the service and if you wear a veil she may help remove it. Traditionally you made your vows with the veil over your face, in case the groom changed his mind!

Rings

You may decide to use one or two rings, it has become increasingly popular for both partners to be given a ring. 

Signing of the Marriage Schedule. 

This takes place either in the middle or at the end of the service. After the signing the photographer will normally want you to pose for some special photographs. The Rector will return the Marriage Schedule which will be signed by both of you and two witnesses whom you will appoint. They must be over 18.

Length of the service

We allow about an hour for the service which includes time for the taking of photographs outside afterwards or inside the church if it is raining. Please do not be late if you arrive late then the Rector may decide not to proceed or shorten the service accordingly.

THE SERVICE 

The Processional Music

The Bridal Entry  

The minister may greet the bridal or marriage party with: 

Blessed are they who come in the name of the Lord.

We bless you from the house of the Lord. 

O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, 

For his steadfast love endures for ever.                       Psalm 118: 26; 136: 1 (adapted) 

Hymn 

Greeting 

The Lord be with you 

and also with you. 

The minister may say 

God is love, and those who live in love live in God, and God lives in them.  1 John 4: 16 
The Introduction 
The minister says 

We have come together in the presence of God to witness the marriage of .... and .... , to ask his blessing on them and to share in their joy. Our Lord Jesus Christ was himself a guest at a wedding at Cana of Galilee, and through his   Spirit he is with us now. 

The scriptures set before us marriage as part of God's creation and a holy mystery in which man and woman become one flesh. It is God's purpose that, as husband and wife give themselves to each other in love throughout their lives, they shall be united in that love as Christ is united with his Church. 

Marriage was ordained that husband and wife may comfort and help each other, living faithfully together in plenty and in need, in sorrow and in joy. 

It is intended that with delight and tenderness they may know each other in love, and through the joy of their bodily union they may strengthen the union of their hearts and lives. 

It is intended that they may be blessed in the children they may have, in caring for them and in bringing them up in accordance with God's will to his praise and glory. 

In marriage husband and wife begin a new life together in the community. It is a permanent commitment that all should honour. It must not be undertaken carelessly, lightly or selfishly, but by God's help, with reverence, responsibility, respect and the promise to be faithful. 

This is a way of life, created and hallowed by God, that .... and .... are now about to begin. They will each give their consent to the other; they will join hands and exchange solemn vows, and in token of this they will give and receive a ring. 

Therefore on this their wedding day we pray with them, that, strengthened and guided by God, they may fulfil his purpose for the whole of their earthly life together. 

Therefore on this their wedding day we pray with them,  that, strengthened and guided by God,  they may fulfil his purpose for the whole of their earthly life together.

The Collect 

Almighty God,                                                                                                                 
through your Son Jesus Christ you send the Holy Spirit                                                                to be the life and light of all your people:                                                                            
Open the hearts of these your servants                                                                                   
to the riches of his grace,                                                                                                  
that they may bring forth the fruit of the Spirit                                                                 
in love and joy and peace;                                                                                                
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Scripture Readings 
The Sermon   

The Marriage
The minister says to the congregation                                                                              
 I am required by law to ask anyone present who knows a reason why …….. and ………  may not lawfully marry to declare it now.

The minister says to the couple                                                                                 
 The vows you are  about  to take are to be made in the name of God,                                                                  who is judge of all and knows the secrets of our hearts;                                                              therefore if either of you knows any reason  why you may not lawfully marry                                                                                                       you must declare it now.

The Consent 

The minister says to the bridegroom

…… will you take …… to be your wife?                                                                  
Will you love her, comfort her,                                                                                            
honour and care for her,                                                                                                       
and, forsaking all others,                                                                                                      
be faithful to her as long as you both shall live?
I will.

The minister says to the bride

……. will you take ……. to be your husband?                                                                   
Will you love him, comfort him,                                                                                         
honour and care for him,                                                                                                 
and, forsaking all others,                                                                                                
be faithful to him as long as you both shall live?

I will.
The minister :                                                                                                                          
 Who gives this woman to be married to this man?

I do.                                                                                                                                
(……….gives the bride’s hand to the Minister and kisses bride on the cheek)

THE VOWS                                                                                                                                                The bride and bridegroom face each other.                                                                           
The bridegroom takes the bride’s right hand in his and says

I  ……. take you ……..
to be my wife,                                                                                                                                   
to have and to hold                                                                                                         
from this day forward,                                                                                                           
for better, for worse,                                                                                                               
for richer, for poorer,                                                                                                               
in sickness, and in health,                                                                                                       
to love and to cherish                                                                                                               
till death us do part,                                                                                                                                  according to God’s holy law. 

This is my solemn vow.

They loose hands. 

The bride takes the bridegroom’s right hand in hers and says

I  …….  take you …….                                                                       

to be my  husband,                                                                                              
 to have and to hold                                                                                                           
from this day forward,                                                                                                        
for better, for worse,                                                                                                         
for richer, for poorer,                                                                                                      
in sickness and in health,                                                                                                        
to love and to cherish                                                                                                        
till death us do part, according to God's holy law.                                                                  This is my solemn vow.                                                                                                               
They loose hands.    

GIVING AND RECEIVING OF A RING                                                   
The minister receives the ring(s) and may say

Heavenly Father,                                                                                                              
may these rings be to ……. and …….                                                                          
a symbol of unending love and faithfulness                                                                          
to remind them of the vow and covenant                                                                         
which they have made this day.

The bridegroom takes the ring and places it on the fourth finger of the bride’s left hand, and holding it there says

I give you this ring                                                                                                                  
as a sign of our marriage.                                                                                                      
With my body I honour you,                                                                                                 
and all that I have I share with you                                                                                      
in the name of God,                                                                                                                       Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

The bridegroom takes the ring and places it on the fourth finger of the bride’s left hand, and holding it there says

I give you this ring                                                                                                                  
as a sign of our marriage.                                                                                                      
With my body I honour you,                                                                                                 
and all that I have I share with you                                                                                      
in the name of God,                                                                                                                       Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

If the bride gives a ring, they loose hands and she places it on the fourth finger of the bridegroom’s left hand, and holding it there says

I give you this ring                                                                                                               
as a sign of our marriage.                                                                                                    
With my body I honour you,                                                                                                  
and all that I have I share with you                                                                                                    in the name of God,                                                                                                                       Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

THE DECLARATION

The minister addresses the people

In the presence of God, and before this congregation                                                     
…….  and ……... have given their consent                                                                   
and made their marriage vows to each other.                                                              
They have declared their marriage                                                                                  
by the joining of hands                                                                                                      
and by the giving and receiving of a ring.                                                                           
Therefore in the name of God I pronounce that they are husband and wife.

The priest joins the right hands of the husband and wife together, and says

What God has joined together  let no one put asunder.          Mark 10: 9

You may kiss the bride…… (Applause)

…….. and …….. as husband and wife receive your first gift- Your Wedding Bible

BLESSING THE COUPLE 

The husband and wife kneel, and the priest says                                                                                                                                          

God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit                                                      
bless, preserve and keep you:                                                                                               
the Lord mercifully grant you the riches of his grace                                                         
that you may live together in faith and love,                                                                              and receive the blessings of eternal life. Amen.

The newly married couple may say
O God our Father,                                                                                                                   
we thank you for uniting our lives                                                                                     
and giving us to each other in the fulfilment of love.                                                                                 Watch over us at all times, guide and protect us,                                                                                                            and give us faith and patience,                                                                                          
that, as we hold each other's hand in yours,                                                                         
we may draw strength from you                                                                                            
 and from each other;                                                                                                                      through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen.

AFFIRMATION BY THE PEOPLE

The minister says

Will you the family and friends of …… and  …… support and encourage them in their marriage?

We will.
THE ACCLAMATIONS

Blessed are you, heavenly Father:                                                                                    
you give joy to the bridegroom and the bride.

Blessed are you, Lord Jesus Christ:                                                                                         
you have brought new life to all your people.
Blessed are you, Holy Spirit of God:                                                                                      
you bring us together in love.

Blessed be the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit:                                                                  one God, to be praised for ever.   Amen.


The Prayers              

The couple kneel at the Lord’s Table.                                                 

The prayers are led by the minister or by others appointed by the minister, using either of the following forms.

The First Form

Now that .... and .... have given themselves to each other in marriage, let us pray that God will keep them and all other married couples faithful to their marriage vows. 

May they live and grow together in love and peace all the days of their life, Lord, in your mercy

hear our prayer. 

May they truly and faithfully perform those vows which they have made together in your sight, 

Lord, in your mercy

hear our prayer. 

May their life together be a witness to your love in this troubled world; may unity overcome division, forgiveness heal injury, and joy triumph over sorrow,

Lord, in your mercy

hear our prayer. 

May their home be a place of love, security and truth, (and may they be blessed with the gift of children), 

Lord, in your mercy

hear our prayer. 

We pray for their families and friends, and all who share with them in the happiness of this day, 

Lord, in your mercy

hear our prayer. 

We pray for your Church, united to Christ as a bride is to her husband, that it may be faithful to him in love and truthfulness, 

Lord, in your mercy

hear our prayer. 

We remember with thankfulness our relatives and friends departed this life in your faith and fear, especially ... and we pray that we may share with them the joys of your eternal kingdom, 

Lord, in your mercy

hear our prayer. 

The Second Form 

Almighty God, giver of life and love:                                                                                     
Bless …... and ……. whom you have now joined in marriage.                                                                                                                                 Grant them wisdom and devotion in their life together,                                                      that each may be to the other a strength in need,                                                              
a comfort in sorrow, and a companion in joy.                                                                    
So unite their wills in your will                                                                                            
and their spirits in your Spirit,                                                                                        
that they may live and grow together in love and peace                                                              all the days of their life;                                                                                                      
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
For the gift of children

Heavenly Father, maker of all things,                                                                              
you enable us to share in your work of creation:                                                                 
Bless this couple in the gift of their children,                                                                       
and give them grace to make their home                                                                              
a place of love, security and truth,                                                                                        
that their children may grow up to know and love you                                                                                in your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

For Christian Witness in marriage
Almighty God, our heavenly Father,                                                                             
you gave marriage to be a source of blessing:                                                                      
We thank you for the joys of family life:                                                                            
May we know your presence and peace in our homes,                                                          
fill them with your love,                                                                                                        
and use them for your glory;                                                                                                   through Jesus Christ our Lord.   

Prayers conclude with the The Lord’s Prayer                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

As our Saviour Christ has taught us, so we pray:                                                       
Our Father, who art in heaven,                                                                                                hallowed be thy name,                                                                                                                 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,                                                                                                                    on earth as it is in heaven.                                                                                                        
Give us this day our daily bread.                                                                                          
And forgive us our trespasses                                                                                                  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.                                                                        And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.                                                   For thine is the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory for ever and  ever. Amen.

The Blessing                                                                                  

Hymn 

Signing of the Register

The Recessional Music 





Orders of service

Some people have their own Orders of Service printed. The Parish Office is a happy to print Orders of Service at a very competitive cost. Please consult the Rector prior to final printing. Orders of Service are a very  good 'keepsake' afterwards. 

Impute into the Service.  

The Rector encourages the couple to have impute into their Wedding Order of Service and will be as flexible as possible to try and facilitate the couples wishes. 

Scripture Reading. 

The service includes two scripture’s reading and couples may have friends of family to read them. 

The following are suitable bible reading for a wedding. 

Genesis 1: 26-28;  Song of Solomon 2: 10-13; 8: 6, 7;                     

Ecclesiastes 3: 1-8; Ecclesiastes 4: 9-12;  Jeremiah 31: 31-34
Psalm 67, 121, 127, 128
Romans 12: 5-7,13; 1 Corinthians 13; Ephesians 3: 14-21;                  

Ephesians 4: 1-6; Ephesians 5: 21-33;  Philippians 4: 4-9;                            

Colossians 3: 12-17; 1 John 3: 18-24; 1 John 4: 7-12
Matthew 5: 1-10;  Matthew 7: 21, 24-27;  Mark 10: 6-9,13-16;         

John 2: 1-11; John 15: 1-8 or 15: 9-17
Poem
Many couple like a poem recited at their reading. The poem must be approved by the Rector.  

Prayers 

There are two sets of prayers that the couple can choose for their wedding. The first form or the second form. Couples family and friends can read these  prayers. 

Music 

Most people prefer traditional wedding music as the bride enters and leaves the Church - however more and more younger couple are choosing modern music. This must be approved by the Rector. 

Those choosing traditional music our organists are accomplished musicians and very happy to vary music according to your wishes. Please speak to the organist who will be happy to discuss the arrangements with you. Please do choose hymns yourself, perhaps with the advice of the organist, two or three would be normally be  suitable. A list of some suggestions is printed below, but it is only to help and not meant to limit your choice. 

Hymns

Choosing hymns can be difficult. Choose well known hymns your guests will know - here are some possibilities to help you try to decide. 

Love divine all loves excelling (Blaenwern) 

Lead us heavenly Father lead us (Mannheim) 

Praise to the Lord the Almighty, the king of creation (Lobe D.H.) 

Praise my soul the king of heaven (Praise my soul) 

Now thank we all our God (Nun Danket) 

All things bright and beautiful (Monk) 

Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy (Slane) 

O Jesus I have promised 

Father hear the prayer we offer (Sussex) 

Dear Lord and Father of mankind (Repton) 

Amazing grace 

Morning has broken 

At the name of Jesus (Camberwell) 

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart (Slane) 

Blest are the pure in heart 

Come down, O love divine 

Immortal invisible God only wise 

Let all the world in every corner sing (Luckington) 

May the mind of Christ my saviour (St. Leonard's) 

O for a heart to praise my God 

Take my life and let it be (Emma) 

The king of love my shepherd is (Dominus regit me) 

The Lord’s my shepherd

Please make sure that the tune is the one you want!

Traditional entrance music - 
Bridal March from Lohengrin- Wagner, 

Trumpet Voluntary- Jeremiah Clarke, 

Trumpet Tune and Air– Purcell

During the signing of the registers - 
Soloists may sing or quiet music played.

Traditional music to leave - 
Wedding March- Mendelssohn, 

Toccata- Widor.

When should we have a rehearsal?

A rehearsal is held in the church for the couple usually a couple of days before the marriage. Please confirm the date and time with the Rector and Sarah in the parish office a few weeks before the wedding. At the rehearsal you should try to have the  entire bridal party present and anyone doing a reading or solo. This is a time to run through the service and put you all at ease. 

Confetti

NO confetti is permitted in the church grounds. 
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Setting Out an Order of Service  

Bridal Party

Minister:
      

     Bridesmaid:      
 

     Best Man         


     Flower Girls:    
 


     Page Boy:
      

     Soloists:           

     Organist:           


Processional Music ..........................

Words of Welcome  .....................Rev David McBeth

Hymn

As the deer pants for the water,

so my soul longs after you.

You alone are my heart's desire

and I long to worship you.

You alone are my strength, my shield,

to you alone may my spirit yield.

You alone are my heart's desire

and I long to worship you.

I want you more than gold or silver,
only you can satisfy.

You alone are the real joy-giver

and the apple of my eye.

You’re my friend and you are my brother,
even though you are a king.

I love you more than any other,

so much more than anything.

                                           The Marriage Ceremony 

                                    Readings from Scripture 

John 2: 1-11 read by

1Corinthians 13:1 –13 read by

                                                 Sermon  

                                           Marriage Vows  

Affirmation by the people

Minister:  Will you the family and friends of ………… and …………….                      

                 support and encourage them in their marriage. 
All:           We will.   
Acclamations  

Minister:    Blessed are you, heavenly Father: 

All:             you give joy to the bridegroom and the bride. 

Minister:    Blessed are you, Lord Jesus Christ: 

All:             you have brought new life to all your people. 

Minister:    Blessed are you, Holy Spirit of God: 

All:             you bring us together in love. 

Minister:    Blessed be the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

All:             one God, to be praised for ever. Amen. 

Prayers 

Lord in your mercy 

hear our prayer 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven 

hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done;

0n earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us.

and lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil 

for thine us the kingdom, 

the power and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 

Blessing   

Hymn 

  In Christ alone my hope is found,
He is my light, my strength, my song;
this Cornerstone, this solid Ground,
firm through the fiercest drought and storm.
What heights of love, what depths of peace,
when fears are stilled, when strivings cease!
My Comforter, my All in All,
here in the love of Christ I stand.

In Christ alone! who took on flesh
Fullness of God in helpless babe!
This gift of love and righteousness
Scorned by the ones he came to save:
Till on that cross as Jesus died,
The wrath of God was satisfied -
For every sin on Him was laid;
Here in the death of Christ I live.

There in the ground His body lay
Light of the world by darkness slain:
Then bursting forth in glorious Day
Up from the grave he rose again!
And as He stands in victory
Sin's curse has lost its grip on me,
For I am His and He is mine -
Bought with the precious blood of Christ.



Signing of the Register

Soloists 

Recessional Music …………………………... 

